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Same Day Registration 

Lesson 1: Course Organization 

This course includes the following topics:  

• Procedures for SDR during Early Voting 

• Procedures for SDR on Election Day 

• Completing the Voter Registration Application 

• FAQs 

Same Day Voter Registration (SDR) refers to the ability to register to vote in-person and then immediately vote 
a provisional ballot after the deadline to register and vote a non-provisional ballot has passed. There are two 
distinct time periods which have an impact on how SDR is completed; these are the early voting 
period and Election Day.   

• Regular voter registration ends and registration records are closed 10 days before a primary or General 
Election. This is referred to as "Close of Books." This is when the SDR process begins and continues until 
Election Day.  

• Election Day refers to the day the election is being held and there is a different SDR process for this 
day.  

A Few Important SDR Facts 

Same Day Registration is a process intended to provide a means of registration for those voters who did not 
register during the regular registration period. SDR is not intended to be a preferred or standard method of 
registration. 

• SDR is In-Person Only- SDR is an in-person process only and cannot be done with a mailed, electronic, 
or third-party voter registration application. 

• SDR Requires a Provisional Ballot- SDR always requires the voter to cast a provisional ballot. Ballots 
cast by same-day registrants cannot be voted on the machine or counted until they have been 
adjudicated by the Electoral Board. There are no exceptions. 

• Where SDR Happens- SDR occurs at an early voting site after the close of books or the precinct in 
which the voter's current address makes them eligible to vote. There is no SDR at the GRs office on 
Election Day. 

• Acceptable Voter ID- All forms of acceptable ID apply for same-day registrants. If a same-day registrant 
does not have any of those forms of ID, they must sign the ID Confirmation Statement. 

https://share.articulate.com/Wn0zOPhxevGU0eL15tZRC
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/voterid/


• "No ID" Voter- Should the SDR voter fail to provide ID and refuse to sign the ID Confirmation 
Statement, denote "No ID" and provisional reason code "7" on the provisional envelope and log. 

• Deadline for SDR Application Data Entry- The deadline to enter same-day application data received on 
Election Day is 5:00pm on the Friday after the Election. In certain cases, ELECT may extend the SDR 
processing deadline (for example, in presidential and statewide elections). ELECT will notify localities if 
there will be an extension to the SDR processing deadline. 

 

Lesson 2: Voter Registration Eligibility 

Voter Eligibility 

In Virginia, to be eligible to register to vote, the individual must: 

1. Be a US citizen 

2. Be a resident of Virginia  

3. Be 18 years or older on or before the next General Election 

4. Not be registered and plan to vote in another state 

5. Not currently declared to lack the capacity to understand the act of voting by a court of law 

6. If convicted of a felony recognized at common law in 1870, the individual’s right to vote must have 
been restored after their most recent felony conviction. (For more details on common law felonies, click 
this link: Virginia Dept. of Elections: Felony Convictions and Voter Eligibility) 

 

Lesson 3: Two-Sided Provisional Envelope 

TWO-SIDED PROVISIONAL ENVELOPE 

One side of the Provisional Envelope is for Same Day Registration provisional voters ONLY.  The SDR side of the 
envelope is pictured below and contains a Voter Registration Application. 

 

 

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/felony-convictions-and-voter-eligibility/


 



 

The opposite side of the provisional envelope is for NON-Same Day Registration provisional voters.  Please be 
sure to utilize the correct side. 

 



Provisional Ballot Log 

For any provisional ballot that you accept, you should have an account of this voter on the provisional ballot 
log. 

 

 

Lesson 4: SDR During Early Voting 

During the period between the close of registration and the end of early voting, voter registration is referred to 
as SDR Early Voting (SDR-EV). 

 First Things First  

When a voter comes in-person to vote during the SDR early voting period, begin by determining if they 
currently reside where they are registered to vote by asking for full name and current residence address. 

 



 

 

Note: The SDR process for Early Voting and Election Day are similar. However, on Election Day, voters are 
required to vote in the precinct designated by their registration address.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The SDR Process Early Voting (EV) 

 

Guidelines Related to SDR-EV Include: 

Applications: 

1. Enter voter registration applications the next day/as soon as possible 

2. Deadline to enter all SDR registration application data in VERIS is the Friday before the election or 
before you prepare your pollbook for Election Day 

3. When you enter the registration application in VERIS, use NVRA code SDR-EV 

Pollbooks, Provisional Ballots, and Logs: 

1. The pollbook will indicate that the voter is an absentee voter who voted SDR 

2. Paper pollbooks may need to be manually marked before you deploy them to the precincts 



3. Secure the provisional ballots, but do not seal the 1A envelope until the end of the day 

4. Keep a provisional log, use code 1 Same Day Registration 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

• In VERIS, if a voter is already marked as SDR-EV, process the application as incomplete and contact the 
other locality 

• All SDR-EV voter registration applications must be entered into VERIS before you prepare your pollbook 

 

Lesson 5: SDR on Election Day 

SDR-ED is voter registration on Election Day. 

When a voter comes to vote on Election Day, begin by determining if the voter is registered and eligible to vote 
at the address stated.  

REMEMBER: on Election Day, voters are required to vote in the precinct designated by their registration 
address.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The SDR Process Election Day (ED) 

 

 

Guidelines Related to SDR-ED Include: 

• Voter must be in the correct precinct for their SDR provisional ballot to count (ONLY difference between 
SDR-EV and SDR-ED) 

• Voter completes voter registration application on Same Day Registration side of Provisional Envelope  

• Request acceptable form of ID 

• Voter completes a provisional ballot 

• Voter returns provisional ballot in sealed provisional envelope 

• Provide provisional voter notice 

• Complete the envelope with reason code #1  



• Complete the Provisional Ballot Log with the reason code #1  

Before issuing a SDR Provisional, determine if the voter is eligible to vote on a machine under What-If sections 
4-8 (found on FormsWarehouse). 

 

Virginia Provisional Vote and Same Day Registration Application 

When completing the Same Day Registration Application side of the envelope on Election Day, remind the 
individual to:  

• to provide all required (*) information 

• to write legibly 

• to sign and date on Line 7 

• to not complete the back side of the envelope 

 

Lesson 6: Voter Registration Application on SDR Provisional Envelope 

It is important that you familiarize yourself with the Voter Registration Application and be certain that each 
required field on the application is completed neatly and accurately on the Same Day Registration side of the 
Provisional envelope. 

Voter Registration Application  

Application for registration can be submitted using the Virginia Voter Registration Application form on the SDR 
side of the provisional envelope. There is no cure process for the application. Incomplete applications should 
be denied by the local voter registration office. It is important that applicants closely follow the instructions on 
the application to ensure all required fields are completed. 

While there is no cure process, it is imperative that General Registrars, Staff, and OOEs ensure that registrants 
submit complete applications on the SDR side of the provisional envelope.  

Always screen a completed application for the issues below:  

• Citizenship is affirmed 

• Full SSN provided or No SSN was ever issued box is checked 

• Date of Birth 

• If no middle name provided, "None" box is checked 

• Address provided is within the jurisdiction 

• Section 3 completed 

• Review Section 4 for conflicting responses or assistance with homeless address questions 



• Signature and date provided 

Prompt the applicant to enter missing information or offer another application, if necessary. 

Voter Registration Application Retention 

Considerations 

There are two ways in which your locality may manage voter registration application retention: 

1. Scanning and associating the voter registration application to the voter's record in VERIS 

2. Copying for placement in voter registration application filing system, which may include alpha cards 

 

May we accept a provisional envelope if the voter completed the wrong side? 

When a voter fills out the wrong side of the envelope, that is due to an administrative error, either side of the 
provisional envelope still contains a sworn statement of the voter's new address, and Code doesn't specify a 
particular form or format a voter must use to provide address changes. Therefore, these provisional ballots can 
be counted as long as there are no other issues that would cause the ballot to be rejected. 

 

Lesson 7: SDR FAQs 

 

When can I same day register? Same day registration begins ten days before an 
election. 

 

Where do I same day register? You may same day register at the office of your 
general registrar or satellite voting location during 
the early voting period. On Election Day, you must go 
to the polling place for the precinct in which you 
reside. 

 

Can people change their address using same day 
registration? 

Yes, a voter who has changed their address can 
update the registration using SDR; it is not restricted 
to new registrants. 

  

Will all SDR applications need to be processed 
before creating the ED pollbooks? 

Yes. All voters who register and vote using the same 
day registration process during early voting have to 
be entered into VERIS (both registration application 
and absentee provisional) prior to preparing your 



pollbook. This will allow those records to show on 
your pollbooks as having registered and voted using 
same day registration when your Officers of Election 
look voters up in the pollbook.  

 

If a voter already has credit when trying to vote 
SDR in your locality: 

If the voter has already cast a ballot in the other 
locality, the provisional ballot cannot be counted. 
Enter the voter registration application as 
incomplete, and after canvass has been completed, 
finish processing the voter registration application to 
move the voter into your locality.  The provisional 
ballot for that voter cannot be counted.  

 

Does the 5-day waiting period apply to SDR-EV? The 5-day waiting period only applies to voters who 
register while the books are still open and the ballot 
will be cast on the machine. Because same day 
registration voters are voting a provisional ballot, the 
5-day waiting period does not apply.  

 

Will voters be able to use this process on the 
Monday before Election Day? 

No. Same day registration begins the day after the 
books close and ends of the final day of early 
voting.  It is available again on Election Day.  

 

Will we know when other localities have uploaded 
Election Day voting credit? 

Localities have to enter all of their Election Day SDR 
voter registration applications by 5:00 pm on the 
Monday after the elections. VERIS will flag any voter 
who has already been entered as an SDR voter 
(either during early voting or on Election Day). This is 
your first check on the possibility of multiple 
registrations/provisional ballots.  

 

May we accept a provisional envelope if the voter 
completed the wrong side?  

When a voter fills out the wrong side of the 
envelope, that is due to an administrative error, 
either side of the provisional envelope still contains a 
sworn statement of the voter's new address, and 
Code doesn't specify a particular form or format a 
voter must use to provide address changes. 
Therefore, these provisional ballots can be counted 
as long as there are no other issues that would cause 
the ballot to be rejected. 



 
 

Lesson 8: Toolkit 

 
SDR Resources 

Provisional Envelope- https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/election-
management/provisional/ELECT-653-English-07-2024-PrintReady.pdf 

Provisional Ballot Log- https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/election-
management/provisional/ProvisionalBallotLogRev08.23.pdf 

Provisional Voter Notice- https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/election-
management/provisional/ELECT-653B-Provisional-Voter-Notice_Rev-7-2024.doc 
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