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Voter Registration Drive Training

Virginia law requires any individual or organization requesting
25 or more voter registration applications from the Department of Elections 
or a local voter registration office to complete ELECT certified training.

• Training + Submission of Sworn Affidavit = Certification

• Certification expires each year on June 30. Individuals and 
organizations must renew their certification each year, on or 
after July 1st.
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Virginia Voting 

It is the mission and goal of the Virginia Department 
of Elections to ensure that all elections are: 



To ensure that Virginians can register to vote with confidence, we train 
individuals and organizations such as yourselves who host voter registration 
drives.

                    The purpose of this training is to ensure that:

Virginia Voter Registration Drives 

• You and your organization comply with Virginia law and 
      rules regarding voter registration

• Applications you collect are properly filled out for local        
     Voter Registration Offices to process



Voter Registration Drive Best Practices

Voter Registration Overview

• Voter Registration Qualifications

• Voter Preregistration Qualifications (for 16-17 year olds)

• Voter Restoration of Rights Qualifications

Voter Registration Application Overview

• Voter Registration Application Requirements 

• Voter Application Completion

• Voter Application Submission 

Sworn Affidavit Overview

Outreach and Resources

• Voter Pocket Guide

• Upcoming Elections



Best Practices for 
Hosting a Voter Registration Drive 



Voter Registration Drive Options

• In Person 
  Voters can register by completing a paper 

 application

• Online
  Voters register by visiting 

 vote.virginia.gov 



Best Practices

• Only register Virginia residents who are not currently registered or whose 
voter registration information needs updating (Voters can check their 
registration status by visiting vote.virginia.gov)

• Remind applicants to complete the form accurately and neatly

• Provide a receipt to each applicant containing your contact information 
and the local Voter Registration Office phone number

• Deliver applications to the local Voter Registration Office or ELECT within 
10 days of receipt or by 5:00 pm on the registration deadline

• Provide an alphabetical listing of applications



Please be sure that you DO NOT:

• Do not pre-populate the application with any information

• Do not solicit multiple applications from one person

• Do not provide false information regarding voter registration

• Do not destroy, make changes to, or alter completed applications

• Do not copy the Social Security Number 

• Do not discriminate, bribe, threaten, coerce, or intimidate

• Do not write or attach partisan materials to the application

• Do not solicit or accept directly or indirectly any money or any 

thing of value in exchange for anyone's decision to register or not 

register to vote.



Voter Registration 
Overview



Voter Registration Qualifications

• Be a United States citizen

• Be a resident of Virginia

• Be 18 years old by the next general election
⚬ (Any person who is otherwise qualified and is 16 years of age or older may preregister to vote)

• Have had your voting rights restored if you have ever been
 convicted of a felony recognized at common law in 1870

• Have had your capacity restored if you have ever been adjudicated as 
lacking the capacity to understand the act of voting



"Residence" or "resident," for all purposes of qualification to register and vote, means and requires both domicile 

and a place of abode. To establish a domicile, a person must live in a particular locality with the intention to 

remain. A place of abode is the physical place where a person dwells.

Code of Virginia – Definition of Residence

• A college student may register to vote based on his/her intention to 
return home after college, or to remain in the college area

• They may only have one residence as it pertains to Voter Registration and 
that residence will determine their ballot choices – Congressional 
District, State Senate, etc.

• This residence definition pertains to incarcerated individuals who may 
want to use their home address to register to vote



• Qualified applicants at least 16 years old who will not be 18 on or 
before the next general election may preregister

• Uses standard voter registration application 

• Will be held by the local voter registration office and processed once 
the applicant becomes eligible to vote

• NOTE: If turning 18 on or before the day of the next General election, 
will be permitted to preregister and vote in any intervening primary or 
special elections

Preregistration of 16 and 17 year olds
(§§ 24.2-403 and 24.2-403.1)



Restoration of Rights

• Anyone convicted of an applicable common law felony loses the right 
to vote and that right can only be restored by the Governor of Virginia

• The Governor will consider restoration of rights for individuals who 
have completed all terms of incarceration, even if they remain on 
community supervision

• For more details on felony convictions and information on applicable 
common law felonies, please refer to this 
website:                                                   

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/felony-convictions-and-
voter-eligibility/
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How to Apply for Rights Restoration

• Go to www.restore.virginia.gov
￭ Online restoration of rights application
￭ Printable restoration of rights application

• Or call the Secretary of the Commonwealth at
 804-692-0104

For more details on felony convictions and information on 
applicable common law felonies, please refer to this 
website:                                    

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/felony-convictions-and-voter-eligibility/
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Voter Registration 
Application Overview



Virginia Voter Registration Application
1 2



Virginia Voter Registration Application 

• Must be completed by the applicant

• Sections 1, 2, 3, and 7 are required

• Failure to respond to required fields 
 can result in denial of the 
 application 

Page 1

1



2

Virginia Voter Registration Application 

•Provides information to assist 
application completion

•Not to be completed 

Page 2



Voter Registration Application 
Requirements



1 1 1   2 2   3 3 3 3 0 7   0 4   1 9 7 6 Male

Citizen 

John

5A

12345

8 0 4   5 9 3   2 2 7 4

123 My Street

Somewhere

jqc@email.com

(  )

PA

Virginia Voter Registration Application
Section 1-3



Virginia Voter Registration Application
Section 4

P.O. Box 987

Somewhere, VA 12345



A K

Virginia Voter Registration Application
Section 5-6



John Q. Citizen 0 7    0 1    2 0 2 5

Virginia Voter Registration Application
Section 7



No Vote, No Grumble, USA

100 Main Street, POB 123

Anywhere, VA 22222

0 7    0 1   2  0  2 6

Virginia Voter Registration Application
Application Receipt



Once the Voter Registration 
Drive has concluded, submit 
all completed applications to 
the Voter Registration Office 
of the locality in which the 
voters reside, or to the 
Department of Elections.

To find a locality's Voter 
Registration Office:
elections.virginia.gov/VRO

Submit Applications to the Local Voter Registration Office



Affidavit Overview 



Third-Party Certified Registration Drive Training



Sworn Affidavit and Application Request



Voter Pocket Guide
and

Other Outreach Resources

vote.virginia.gov



Voter Pocket Guide

• There is a new Pocket 
Guide developed for each 
election!





Accessing the 

Voter Pocket Guide:

Go to vote.virginia.gov,

click on ‘Voter Pocket 

Guide’

Select the version that is 

right for you!





Upcoming Primary Election In 2026

August 4, 2026 Primary Election

U.S Senate

U.S. House of Representatives

Local Offices

• Last day to register to vote/update registration: 7/24/2026

• Vote early (in-person): 6/18/2026 - 8/1/2026

• Last day to request a ballot by mail: 7/24/2026



Upcoming General Election In 2026

November 3, 2026 General Election
U.S Senate

U.S. House of Representatives

Local Offices

Proposed Constitutional Amendment #1

Proposed Constitutional Amendment #2

Proposed Constitutional Amendment #3

• Last day to register to vote/update registration: 10/23/2026

• Vote early (in-person): 9/18/2026 - 10/31/2026

• Last day to request a ballot by mail: 10/23/2026



Congratulations!
You have now completed your

Voter Registration Drive Training

To receive your certification, 
complete the 3ʳᵈ Party Sworn Affidavit, available at:

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/registration-drives/

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/registration-drives/
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Visit elections.virginia.gov/VRDrive for

• Online, Interactive Third Party VR training link

• Sworn Affidavit  

• List of Certified Organizations

• Custom URL Request

• Resources

• Third Party VR Drive Live Webinar Presentation

• Registration Drive FAQs

• Registration Drive Guidelines

• Checklist for Voter Registration Drives

• For training-related questions, email training@elections.virginia.gov 

Questions?

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/registration-drives/index.html
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/registration-drives/index.html
mailto:training@elections.virginia.gov
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