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Attention:       MEMBERS OF ELECTORAL BOARDS

Regarding:	APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL REGISTRARs

The term of the registrar in office expires on June 30, 2011.  The electoral boards must meet in either May or June to appoint the locality's general registrar for a four-year term beginning July 1, 2011.  Some electoral boards will choose to reappoint the current registrar and some will be appointing a new registrar. 

§ 24.2-109 and §24.2-110 addresses appointment, qualifications and term of the general registrar as well as vacancies and certain prohibitions (see below).  Please refer to this section of the code as well as Chapter 3 of the General Registrar and Electoral Board Handbook (GREBook) when appointing the general registrar for your locality.  

§ 24.2-110. Appointment, qualifications, and term of general registrar; vacancies; certain prohibitions. 
Each electoral board shall meet in the month of May or June in 2007, and every four years thereafter, and shall appoint a general registrar, who shall be a qualified voter of the county or city for which he is appointed. However, in the case of a city that is wholly contained within one county, the city electoral board may appoint a qualified voter of that county to serve as city general registrar. General registrars shall serve four-year terms beginning July 1, 2007, and each fourth year thereafter, and continue in office until a successor is appointed and qualifies. 
The electoral board shall fill any vacancy in the office of general registrar for the unexpired term. The electoral board shall declare vacant and fill the office of the general registrar if the appointee fails to qualify and deliver a copy of his oath to the secretary of the electoral board within 30 days after he has been notified of his appointment. 
No general registrar shall hold any other office, by election or appointment, while serving as general registrar; however, with the consent of the electoral board, he may undertake other duties which do not conflict with his duties as general registrar. General registrars shall not serve as officers of election. The election or appointment of a general registrar to any other office shall vacate the office of the general registrar. 
No general registrar shall be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled by election in whole or in part by the qualified voters of his jurisdiction at any election held during the time he serves as general registrar or for the six months thereafter. 
The electoral board shall not appoint to the office of general registrar any person who is the spouse of an electoral board member or any person, or the spouse of any person, who is the parent, grandparent, sibling, child, or grandchild of an electoral board member. 
No general registrar shall serve as the chairman of a political party or other officer of a state, local or district level political party committee. No general registrar shall serve as a paid or volunteer worker in the campaign of a candidate for nomination or election to an office filled by election in whole or in part by the qualified voters of his jurisdiction. The restrictions of this paragraph shall apply to paid assistant registrars but shall not apply to unpaid assistant registrars. 
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