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Background on Absentee Voting
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Background on Military Overseas Voting
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Current Landscape
• UOCAVA voters can vote absentee using 3 methods

– Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
• Grants the applicant absentee status for all eligible elections in 

the current calendar year plus the next full calendar year.

– Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB)
• Vote and apply at the same time.  Typically used in emergencies 

when there is not enough time to get the ballot, mark it and 
return it.

– Standard VA Absentee Application Processes
• Grants the applicant absentee status for the selected election.



Current Landscape Continued
• UOCAVA can receive ballots in 3 manners

– Mailed
• Ballot is mailed to their specified address.

– E-mailed
• A PDF ballot package is e-mailed to the voter.

– Online
• A link is e-mailed to the voter.  The voter accesses the link, 

marks the ballot and prints off the marked PDF ballot 
package.



Current Landscape Continued
• UOCAVA can return ballots in 2 manners

– Mailed
• No matter how the ballot is received and completed, the 

ballot is mailed (USPS or commercial delivery service) to the 
local general registrars’ office.

– In-Person
• A ballot can delivered to the local general registrars’ office.



Important Notes About Ballots

• Must be sent in an inner envelope (security 
envelope) that is signed by both the voter and a 
witness.

• Ballots must be received by 7 PM on the day of 
the election (rare exceptions do exist).

• Are more likely to be hand-counted because the 
folded ballot won’t go through the scanner.



Virginia’s Online Ballot Delivery Tool

• A grant from FVAP has enabled VA to provide an 
online ballot delivery tool for UOCAVA voters.

• Participation by localities in voluntary, but is 
available for all.

• Setup of ballots in the system is a very manual 
process still.

• Not used very much, but gets good reviews by 
those that use it.



Sample E-mail to Voter

Dear Mr. Voter:

We received your request to have your absentee ballot for the June 12, 2012 Republican Party Primary sent to you by e-mail. To access your ballot, go to the following link:

https://www.somesite.com/vaballot

Once on this site, you will need to provide your last name, first name, date of birth and last 4 digits of your Social Security Number to access your ballot.  This information must 
match what is on your voter registration record, which you can check at the following link:

https://www.voterinfo.sbe.virginia.gov/PublicSite/Public/FT2/PublicLookup.aspx?Link=Registration

Please make sure that you follow the instructions carefully. You will be able to complete the necessary forms and mark your ballot on the website.  At the end of the process, you 
must download your ballot package and print it.  Detailed instructions on how to return your ballot are included in the downloaded ballot package. Failure to complete all of the 
necessary documentation may result in your ballot not being cast. The voted ballot must be returned so that it is in this office no later than 7:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time on 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012.

If you would rather receive the traditional PDF version of your ballot package, please respond to this e-mail as soon as possible and I will be happy to send it to you.

Please contact me at either (804) 555-1234 or registrar@nosplittowns.gov if you have any questions or need further assistance.

Sincerely,

John Doe
General Registrar
County of No Split Towns
(804) 555-1234



What the Voter Sees



Voter Enters Credentials
VA Credentials are last name, first name, date of birth and 

last 4 digits of the Social Security Number.



Online Marking Instructions



Voter/Precinct Specific Ballot is Displayed



Online Ballot Marking
To Vote, click on an option



Online Ballot 
Review

 Ballot Review
 Change 

Selection
 Accept Ballot



Ballot Delivery



Printed Ballot Package (pdf)
The VA package wraps the ballot in a FWAB.



Online Ballot Marking Complete
Go back or Close LiveBallot
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